


A Solid Foun da tion
Transcript, Pe ter Scott, November 2014

As we lis ten to the news broad casts and look at the world to day, it
seems everything is go ing crazy. Peo ple are go ing in so many dif fer ent di -
rec tions at once, they cannot keep it straight. Whether you live in the
Ukraine, Saudi Ara bia, Syria or Iran, France, Great Brit ain, or the UK,
things are not like they used to be. Good Cath o lic French boys are found at
ex e cu tion sites in Is lamic coun tries. These are not Mus lim chil dren but
chil dren raised as Chris tians be com ing Mus lim. Im me di ately we see that
there is some thing wrong with the Chris tian foun da tions that the young are
re ceiv ing to day. 

You can teach a lot of knowl edge and have peo ple mem o rize things,
but un less the Holy Spirit makes it real to you, it is not real. It is just some -
thing you do, an act you per form, a de ci sion that you might have made but
you can still change and let your self go in an en tirely dif fer ent di rec tion.
How ever, once the Holy Spirit co mes within you, you are changed for ever.

In or der to an swer the prob lem, this tract is go ing to lay out  sound,
Spirit-given, Chris tian foun da tions, the rock and an chor of our souls. We
are go ing to be us ing text that most of us are fa mil iar with start ing in the
Gos pel of John, chap ter one,

In the be gin ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. (John 1:1)

So we see that the word of God has an im por tant part to play in what
we do. When we speak a lan guage, when we say some thing that has mean -
ing and un der stand ing, even be fore we were born, the word had mean ing in 
God's mouth. In fact His name is “I am.” He ex isted be fore there was ex is -
tence. 

He was in the be gin ning with God. All things were made through
Him, and with out Him noth ing was made that was made. In Him was life,
and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the dark ness, and
the dark ness has n’t got a clue (did not com pre hend it). (John 1:2-5)

But as many as re ceived Him, to them He gave the right to be come
chil dren of God, to those who be lieve in His name: who were born, not of
blood (you were not just born of your dad and mom), nor of the will of the
flesh (be cause of sex ual de sire), nor of the will of man (be cause some one
wanted and planned for you to be born), but of God. (John 1:12-13)
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These are foun da tional truths that are not just words but are true,
right to the core of who we are. It speaks to us say ing, “Don’t try to sort it
out be yond what the word of God is say ing; this is what is true.” The Word
that He spoke about in verse 1 be comes key in verse 14,

And the Word be came flesh and dwelt among us, and we be held His
glory, the glory as of the only be got ten of the Fa ther, full of grace and truth.

That is the mys tery that faces us as Chris tians ev ery sin gle day. The
world is un able to un der stand this, that the eter nal God, the Cre ator of ev -
ery thing (though most of the world be lieves that there is some kind of
Force or God out there) be came flesh and dwelt among us, the Word, our
Lord Je sus Him self.

In the early church there were a lot of prob lems. As it is today also,
but in the early church, Gnosticism was start ing to spread. That meant be -
liev ing in the gos pel of Christ but in ad di tion, there were other things one
had to know and un der stand. One of the mys ter ies was the fact that the
heav ens were mov ing. Taurus, the sign-of-the-Bull con stel la tion, was
mov ing in the sky. Everybody thought this was a mys tery one ought to in -
clude along with the orig i nal gos pel, Je sus plus some thing else. How ever
we don’t need “some thing else.” We only need the Lord. The early church
was fight ing against all these other doc trines com ing in to Chris tian ity. I’m
willing to guess that a lot of you have bag gage that you have brought  in as
well that needs to change. 

The early church formed a creed. Do you re mem ber the Apos tle’s
Creed? It was there to say that, min i mally, when you get bap tized and call
your self a Chris tian, this is what you should be lieve. This was to con front
the whole move ment of Gnosticism that was Je sus plus some thing else. 

But earlier on in the church (325 AD, amended in 381 AD) there was 
an other move ment. This idea said that you needed Je sus but He was a cre -
ated be ing like any other cre ated be ing. Ini tially that does n’t sound so bad.
The Son of God had to be born. But ac tu ally that is not true Chris tian doc -
trine. There fore the Ni cene Creed1 was writ ten to con front this er ror with
scrip ture back ing it up.

So we are go ing to go over this Creed and the scrip tures be hind it.
Most of you could prob a bly re cite this if you went to Sunday School. Did it 
re ally change your life when you mem o rized this? No. But now that we
look back and read it we can see how awe some it re ally was. These are
things the world is ques tion ing to day, even those in re li gious au thor ity are
ques tion ing these same be liefs.  Re cently the Pope was asked about evo lu -
tion he an swered, “When we read about Cre ation in Gen e sis, we run the
risk of imag in ing God was a ma gi cian, with a magic wand able to do ev ery -
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thing . . . but that is not so . . .”  Re ally?! The theo log i cal ram i fi ca tions of
that state ment alone are stag ger ing. So ap par ently he is not a
creationist. In ter est ing. Let’s take a look at the Ni cene Creed. 

I be lieve in one God. (Aren’t you glad there is one God?) . . . one
God, the Fa ther Al mighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of all things vis i -
ble and in vis i ble.

Now this state ment ex cludes a lot of things we al ready know, spe cif -
i cally the Son of God and the Holy Spirit. Let’s stop right there. Je sus
taught us,

In this man ner, there fore, pray: Our Fa ther in heaven, hal lowed be
Your name (Holy are You). Your king dom come, Your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven. (Mat thew 6:9-10)

The key to this prayer is its in tro duc tion of some truths or doc trines
Je sus un der stood to be ab so lutes, that there is a Fa ther in heaven. There is
one God. He is holy; He has a gov ern ment (may Your king dom come); He
has a  will (Your will be done). These are con cepts for eign to the world. “If
there is a God, does He re ally have a will? If there is a God, is He re ally
holy? If He is God, does He re ally care about gov ern ment?” The an swer to
all those ques tions is an swered right here in Mat thew chap ter 6. Yes, yes,
yes and yes. He lives in heaven; He wants His will to be done here on earth
just like it is done there. He is holy and His gov ern ment will come here on
earth.

Not, “Will it hap pen?” It will hap pen! Amen. 

I be lieve in the Fa ther Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth and of
all things vis i ble and in vis i ble. (I be lieve in) one Lord Je sus Christ, the
only-be got ten Son of God, be got ten of the Fa ther be fore all worlds; god of
God, Light of Light, very God of very God; be got ten, not made, be ing of
one sub stance with the Fa ther, by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was 
in car nate by the Holy Spirit of the vir gin Mary, and was made man;

This is in ter est ing; this was di rectly con front ing the idea that Je sus
was a cre ated be ing. Once you make Je sus a cre ated be ing then some how
He is sub ser vi ent to the Cre ator in a way that is not what the God head is all
about. God the Fa ther cer tainly is the Head and Je sus His Son, but it says
He was be got ten NOT made. It means He was there. In con trast, by say ing
God the Fa ther had to cre ate Je sus, there seems to be an ad mis sion that God 
is so holy that He can not re late to you and me, even from the be gin ning.
(The Mus lims be lieve this by the way; God is so holy and you are so un -
wor thy that you should not even try to re late to Him in any way shape or
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form.) How ever, the Ni cene Creed con fronted this. God had an idea that
He would send forth a part of Him self, the Son, that He would come down
and be born of the Vir gin Mary, be made Man in car nate, on this earth, so
that He could ex press Him self the way He IS, not the way He would be -
come, but the way He is. His lov ing-kind ness which He spoke to Mo ses
about, would fi nally be better un der stood. His Son would be able to do that
in a real and awe some way. Is n’t this sal va tion great, the way He saved us?
That’s how He did it by mak ing us un der stand that He is not a Force out
there in cre ation, but He made Him self in car nate, He made him self man.
While He was a man (at the same time be ing a part of the Fa ther), while He
was walk ing the earth as Je sus, He did not use the same su per nat u ral power
that He ac cessed while He was in heaven.

He said He could com mand an gels to do it but He Him self was not
go ing to ex er cise that vast an au thor ity. While hang ing on the cross He
could have said, “Okay, it’s time for the neu tron bombs; one over there,
there. Let’s wipe this place out and start over again.” He did n’t do so be -
cause He wanted to show us the lov ing heart of the Fa ther, be cause He was
the Fa ther. He says that in John chap ters 15, 16 and 17. 

. . .Who (Je sus) be ing the bright ness of His (Fa ther’s) glory and the
ex press im age of His per son (na ture, not per verted or dis tracted from but
the ex act rep re sen ta tion of His na ture)and (He, Je sus) up hold ing all things 
by the word of His power . . .(He brews 1:3)

So at the be gin ning of His cre ation, He was al ready there, a part of
the God head. The be gin ning of the Creed says, “There is one God.” The
Trin ity is one God. Je sus be lieved that. “I am one with the Fa ther.” Let’s
con tinue.

. . . (Je sus)was cru ci fied also for us un der Pon tius Pi late; He suf -
fered and was bur ied; 

That is also in Acts the third chap ter when the au thor talks about Pi -
late be ing used by God sov er eignly to make things hap pen the way the did.
This is a new tes ta ment truth.

He suf fered and was bur ied; and the third day He rose again, ac -
cord ing to the Scrip tures; and as cended into heaven, and sits on the right
hand of the Fa ther; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick
and the dead; whose king dom shall have no end..

Now if you were to start speaking what you be lieve in the lo cal Mall
this af ter noon, how many peo ple would just walk away from you? A few.
They would say, “You Chris tians say things that are just too hard to un der -
stand. How can you be lieve that God would be come man and His ex e cu -
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tion was used to show us His love and that He went to sit at the right hand of 
the Fa ther? And what about this ‘He shall come again?’ What is this sec ond 
com ing of Christ?” A lot of nom i nal Chris tians don’t want to talk about this 
either. It seems so far out there they could say, “I’ll re ally be lieve it when it
happens.” 

How ever, the early church un der stood the res ur rec tion. Je sus taught
about the res ur rec tion and the church thought it was im por tant to know and
un der stand it as com pared to to day where few care to fo cus on it. 

And I be lieve in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life;

This be gins to de scribe some thing about the Holy Spirit that we
need to em brace. He is n’t some how just the Sprit of God, but He is the Per -
son of the Holy Spirit, taught in tra di tional theology as part of the Trin ity
whom we know and un der stand and can ap pre ci ate. There is a lot of
mystery we are talk ing about here, but things we em brace FULLY as born
again, bap tized in the Holy Spirit Chris tians. We love these things be cause
of what it means experientially to us, in the way we wor ship God on
Sunday morn ings, the way we come to gether, the way we re joice in the
Holy Spirit in our broth ers and sis ters. We can dis cern Him! All of the
things the Holy Spirit does. With out Him, this church thing would be re ally 
bor ing.

I used to be an al ter boy in the An gli can, Epis co pal Church in Essex
Junc tion Ver mont. When it came time for Easter Sunday ser vice, it was
very long, an hour and a half! At reg u lar ser vices we could get com mu nion
and con fes sion done in thirty-three min utes so I could go ski ing in the same 
day. As an al ter boy, one Easter Sunday, I had a pot ted Lily right in front of
me and the aroma was com ing into my face and Fa ther Sither was go ing on
and on about some thing, and I had to be on my knees kneel ing the whole
time while he got to stand up. I was on my knees get ting re ally woozy and
sway ing, fi nally col lapsed and fainted. (Af ter that they de cided to give me
gin ger snaps be fore ser vice.) 

I thought, what a dras tic dif fer ence be tween what God is do ing to -
day and that! God is not about re stor ing lit urgy of the church. God is about
re stor ing and IS re stor ing His Holy Spirit mov ing among us with power
and ex press ing His love. All the things the Creed is say ing to us is real.
These things are not up for dis cus sion, not de bat able points. Je sus did
dwell with the Fa ther in heaven. Je sus was be got ten and came down and
was born. When we cel e brate Christ mas we re joice be yond mea sure of
what it means to us as Chris tians. The world just gets to go along for the
ride. It gives us the op por tu nity to share the birth of Christ and what He
means in our heart.
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The an gels were so ex cited be cause of what was happening that they 
burst through the veil be tween heaven and earth and made the first gos pel
dec la ra tion to the lowly shepherds.

Now there were in the same coun try shep herds liv ing out in the
fields, keep ing watch over their flock by night. And be hold, an an gel of the
Lord stood be fore them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were greatly afraid. Then the an gel said to them, “Do not be afraid,
for be hold, I bring you good tid ings of great joy which will be to all peo ple.
For there is born to you this day in the city of Da vid a Sav ior, who is Christ
(Anointed One) the Lord (Yahweh.) (Luke 2:8-11)

Fur ther in the Ni cene Creed,

And I be lieve in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life (the Holy
Spirit is the one who gives life?); who pro ceeds who pro ceeds from the Fa -
ther [and the Son]; who (the Holy Spirit) with the Fa ther and the Son to -
gether is wor shiped and glo ri fied; who spoke by the proph ets (who spoke
through the proph ets). 

So the Holy Spirit is iden ti fied as part of the Fa ther and the Son, part
of the Trin ity. He is iden ti fied as that part of what we do in wor ship. He is
iden ti fied also as He who ac tu ally moved in the old tes ta ment proph ets to
speak about the com ing of the Lord Je sus, Isaiah be ing an awe some ex am -
ple of that. 

Nev er the less I tell you the truth. (Je sus says this) It is to your ad van -
tage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; 
but if I de part, I will send Him to you. (In an other place it says, I will go and 
the Fa ther will send Him to you.) (John 16:7)

So is Je sus con fused? He does n’t know whether He or the Fa ther is
send ing the Holy Spirit? Ac tu ally, both are true, be cause They (the Fa ther
and the Son) are one. It might con fuse us but it does n’t con fuse Je sus at all
be cause He was one with the Fa ther. When He sends the Spirit, He is com -
ing in the Holy Spirit, as if Je sus was still on earth in car nated as a hu man
be ing, He would not be able to be in you, Christ in you, the hope of glory
that Paul talks about. So Je sus is say ing, “I need to die. This flesh needs to
die not just for your sins but it needs to die so that I can go to the Fa ther and
send you the Holy Spirit.” 

Wow. I can hear the peo ple at the Mall say ing they just don’t get it.
Well there’s a lot of mys tery to get here. Is n’t it good? It’s a mystery when
people come to the Lord with out the full knowl edge of these things. When
they come, the Holy Spirit co mes into their heart and starts His work lead -
ing them into all truth.
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So we have a con di tional, Americana type of re sponse to the gos pel,
think ing we have to con vince peo ple of cer tain truths in or der for them to
be lieve in Jesus. But we don’t have to con vince peo ple of any truth; the
Holy Spirit is the one who does that! We need to in tro duce them to the Holy 
Spirit; that’s what co mes from us. “Look at the filthy rags of what I was and 
look at me now!”

Let’s take a look at the bap tism of the Holy Spirit. When Je sus was
res ur rected from the dead but was in His flesh (He showed His wounds to
Philip), be fore He went back to heaven, He says this:

. . . He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit.” (John 20:22)

There fore, when you are saved and when you are com mis sioned and 
you know the Lord, do you have the Holy Spirit? The an swer is, “Yes, you
do.” The Lord breathes on you the Holy Spirit. Are you bap tized in the
Holy Spirit? No. Let me talk to you about bap tism for a min ute.

Look at  wa ter bap tism, some think sprin kling, some, sub merged,
ev ery part of your body un der the wa ter, etc. When you are bap tized in wa -
ter, you come out of the wa ter know ing you are WET. Why do you know
you are wet? The wa ter is drip ping off of you. Some times you are also cold
if you’ve been bap tized in a place like Kaaterskill Falls. There is ev i dence
that you’ve given your self to Christ. When you are bap tized there is ev i -
dence and that is part of what Wa ter bap tism is about. 

(About ready to go up to heaven, Je sus says to them) . . . not to de part 
from Je ru sa lem, but to wait for the Prom ise of the Fa ther, “which,” He
said, “you have heard from Me; for John truly bap tized with wa ter, but you
shall be bap tized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” There fore,
when they had come to gether, they asked him, say ing, “Lord, will You at
this time re store the king dom to Is rael” (so they were still think ing at this
time of the nat u ral Is raeli king dom) And He said to them, “It is not for you
to know times or sea sons which the Fa ther has put in His own au thor ity.
But you shall re ceive power (that’s the key word) when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you (you shall re ceive power [ev i dence] of what is go ing on in -
side of you);   (Acts 1:4-7)

So when the Lord breathed on them, all they had for ev i dence was
His breath, but no power. They still did n’t know the dif fer ence be tween the
nat u ral Is rael and the king dom of God. They were un able to dis cern.

But you shall re ceive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be wit nesses to Me in Je ru sa lem, and in all Judea and
Sa maria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
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As the Lord fore told, the Holy Spirit did come and bap tized them
with ev i dence that they were bap tized. If you were to ask me when I got
saved, “Was n’t I bap tized in the Holy Spirit?” I would have to say, no, I re -
ceived an im par ta tion of the Holy Spirit when I re ceived the Lord Je sus.
But the bap tism of the Holy Spirit means that the Spirit is not able to be
con tained any more. When you fill up a glass with wa ter and keep pour ing
it in to over the rim un til it spills over, that’s bap tism. The ta ble is wet! 

So you who are bap tized in the Holy Spirit have that ev i dence and
peo ple are able to know and see and feel the dif fer ence in you. There is ev i -
dence of the power of the Holy Spirit. What are the ev i dences? Read about
all the gifts of the Spirit, be ing able to proph esy, to pray in the spirit, dis -
cern spir its, and speak in tongues (this one is com monly re ferred to as ev i -
dence of be ing bap tized in the Holy Spirit). In the early church that was
cer tainly true. We have not de parted from that.

And I be lieve one holy cath o lic and ap os tolic Church. 

There is only one church. Je sus even said that, “There is only one
church and I am the head” (John 10:25). He did n’t say He was go ing to set
up a whole hi er ar chy of bish ops and dea cons and ev ery thing else. He said,
“No, I am the se nior pas tor.” There is only one time in the new tes ta ment
re fer ring to se nior pas tor and that is re fer ring to Je sus (1 Pe ter 5:4). 

 I ac knowl edge one bap tism for the re mis sion of sins; 

Once you are bap tized in Je sus, there is only one bap tism and that’s
in Je sus. In or der to un der stand a lit tle better,

And it hap pened, while Apollos was at Cor inth, that Paul, hav ing
passed through the up per re gions, came to Ephesus. And find ing some dis -
ci ples he said to them, “Did you re ceive the Holy Spirit when you be -
lieved?”

Now, if you re mem ber Apollos was a man of God and Priscilla and
Aquila took him aside and ex plained the ways of God to him more clearly.
Here we see Paul vis it ing a place where Apollos had vis ited be fore his doc -
trine was more correct. 

So they said to him, “We have not so much as heard whether there is
a Holy Spirit.”

And he said to them, “Into what then were you bap tized?”

So they said, “Into John’s bap tism.”

Then Paul said, “John in deed bap tized with a bap tism of re pen -
tance, say ing to the peo ple that they should be lieve on Him who would
come af ter him, that is, on Christ Je sus.”
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When they heard this, they were bap tized in the name of the Lord Je -
sus. And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon
them, and they spoke with tongues and proph e sied. (Acts 19:1-6)

Here’s another ex am ple of saved Chris tians that were n’t “wet” yet.

Then Philip went down to the city of Sa maria and preached Christ to 
them. And the mul ti tudes with one ac cord heeded the things spo ken by
Philip, hear ing and see ing mir a cles which he did. (Acts 8:5-8) 

Now when the apos tles who were at Je ru sa lem heard that Sa maria
had re ceived the word of God, they sent Pe ter and John to them, who, when
they had come down, prayed for them that they might re ceive the Holy
Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been
bap tized in the name of the Lord Je sus. (Acts 8:14-16)

We can see these par tic u lar verses are a key to the new tes ta ment pat -
tern of the ev i dence of be ing bap tized in the Holy Spirit and of what it
means to be bap tized in Christ. Be ing bap tized in John’s baptism, which
these dis ci ples were, they knew re pen tance. They knew they were sin ners
and there was a better way, the gov ern ment of God. But they did n’t un der -
stand the death and the res ur rec tion of Christ. When you are bap tized into
Je sus, you are bap tized into His death, as it says in Romans, and you are
res ur rected out the wa ter in His res ur rec tion Life. You be come much more
than the bap tism of re pen tance.

Well, yes the Spirit then came upon them and they spoke in tongues
and proph e sied. Now let’s ask our selves, “What if that does n’t hap pen?”

This is an im por tant ques tion as to what God is or is n’t do ing in the
church to day. A time ago, in the early years of our par tic u lar local church
(the Foun tain of Life),  we met in the base ment of a large home. When peo -
ple got saved we im me di ately  prayed for them to re ceive the Holy Spirit
and have the ev i dence of speak ing in tongues. If that did n’t hap pen we
stayed in the room and prayed for them un til it did.

One day a cath o lic nun named Sis ter Ancilla came in. She had been
seek ing the Lord for a long, long time. She wanted to be bap tized in the
Holy Spirit so badly. So we took her into the “work shop” where the owner
ac tu ally kept all his tools. We had a sep a rate prayer meet ing from the other
prayer meet ing. We sat down with her on the floor and prayed un til she
spoke in tongues. She was so happy. You could n’t keep her down af ter that.

The ev i dence does not have to be tongues. I’m not go ing to “fall on
the sword” for that one. But if it is n’t man i fest ing, then we should be pray -
ing that it does. You don’t have to; you get to. Paul says, “I wish that you all 
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would speak in tongues.” He did n’t say only a few or most of you. He said
all of you. But he rec og nized that there were ex cep tions. 

When we talk about wa ter  bap tism we have to talk about ex cep tions
too. I be lieve the work in the heart is the most im por tant thing. The Holy
Spirit co mes in and He does that work, su per nat u rally. I’ve told this story
be fore. There was a sis ter that was saved since seven years of age. When I
got to know her she was 98. A pas tor from an other area came and asked her
if she was bap tized in wa ter by im mer sion. She said no but she was sprin -
kled. He told her she needed to be re-bap tized. 

She was un able to get out of bed nor walk. I’m not sure if they would 
have let her out of that nurs ing home ei ther. So, when I saw her that morn -
ing, she was cry ing. I said to her, “You’ve got to be kid ding me! You’ve
been walk ing with the Lord since you were seven years old? And you are
go ing to let this up start pas tor tell you what to do! You could tell him a few
things.” Now if the op por tu nity had pre sented it self and we would have
been able to bap tize her by im mer sion, I cer tainly would have. But in stead,
I said, “You know what sis ter, it is what’s go ing on in your heart that makes
the dif fer ence, the Holy Spirit within you. And if you are not able to do it,
then don’t cry. Let the Lord min is ter to you.” So we prayed to gether.

Here’s the rule: al ways let God have at least three per cent to do
what ever He wants to do. 

That sounds scarey be cause I still be lieve in the scrip tures con cern -
ing the bap tism in wa ter and the Spirit. I still be lieve that the ev i dence
should be there. I still be lieve that Je sus came and was made in car nate for
us. I still be lieve that He died for our sins, I be lieve that He sent the Holy
Spirit with power that we might be able to speak with the tongues of an gels. 
That when I do that, when I wor ship the Lord in the Spirit and speak in
tongues, it is an awe some priv i lege. When I’m in my prayer closet, when
I’m at home and I wake up at three o’clock in the morn ing and I’m pray ing
for you, maybe you spe cif i cally, and I say, “I don’t know how to pray,
Lord.” He gives me tongues to pray. And I be gin to pray in tongues and I
know in the Spirit, it’s a good prayer. I know as I em brace the love of the
Lord in your life, it’s a good prayer. And that He means good to you not
evil and these prayers will come to pass. And these prayers aren’t some -
thing that’s sub stan dard and I should re ally take an other ac tion. But rather,
my prayers are the pinnacle for ac tion that’s from the Lord and the throne
of grace in your life. And it WILL cre ate a work in your life that shall bring
forth fruit. You will be able to do what God wants you to do.

You will be able to stand in the cir cum stances that you find your self
in at your job, when ev ery thing is col laps ing, ev ery body is point ing a fin -
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ger in ac cu sa tion. He will be there with you. When you are in sick ness, not
able to stand up and get out of bed be cause you are so weak, He will be the
One to raise you up. When you see your loved ones per ish be fore your
eyes, you will still know that your Fa ther in heaven knows ev ery thing from 
the be gin ning to the very end. You will be able to stand with the Lord. 

For the Holy Spirit co mes in such a way that is n’t just a creed that we 
re cite, some thing we just mem o rize. I did mem o rize this Ni cene Creed
once but I could n’t tell you what it is from my mem ory now, but as I fol low
along I know that ev ery thing it states is truth, being from scrip tures not just
a com pi la tion of be liefs. They are scrip tural truths. The early church did an
amaz ing thing to coun ter act the false doc trine creep ing in. 

. . . the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues
(don’t for get this last part) and proph e sied. (Acts 19:6)

Prophecy has been ex cluded from the church over and over again as
some thing too dan ger ous for the com mon be liever to know. This is be cause 
when you proph esy the Spirit of the Lord is giv ing to you the re al ity of
what is true and what is not true. That’s what proph esy is; it speaks into you 
and through you about what is go ing on around you and the truth that is
there.

Now let’s back up a bit. I don’t want to give the idea that there is ex -
tra bib li cal rev e la tion. Ev ery thing the Holy Spirit tells you or wants you to
do can not be sep a rated from the word of God. Prophecy, both in written
form and in Rhema, is ab so lute truth. It is not made up. For ex am ple if the
Holy Spirit tells you to steal or mur der; it is not from God. If the Holy Spirit 
tells you that Je sus is not re ally the Son of God, He is a cre ated be ing (ref er -
ence: Jo seph Smith); no, no, and no. No!

So I know when the Holy Spirit proph e sies within my prayers, when 
He proph e sies as I read the bi ble, He does so to en cour age me. I check and
make sure it is not con trary to the Spirit of truth that is within the word of
God. It can not be contrary be cause they are one. There is only one God,
one work. There is a lot of cor rec tions to be made in today’s church be -
cause of this state ment, es pe cially in new tes ta ment churches that are go ing 
in all dif fer ent di rec tions. They can say, “well, the Spirit told us such and
such.” No. As an el der, an un der-shep herd, to over see the flock and what
He is do ing, peo ple have come to me and the other el ders and said, “the
Lord told me such and such.” Ex am ple: the Lord told me to quit my job.
The Lord told me I need to be . . ., etc.. What these individuals are do ing is
us ing the name of the Holy Spirit to pre-empt any thing that an el der might
dis cern through the Holy Spirit and from the word of God. What they are
do ing is shut ting the door for any kind of ad just ment or cor rec tion from
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their broth ers and sis ters, over look ing that we are given to one an other for
that very pur pose.

There fore, when I go be fore the el ders of the church, even my self as
an other el der, I would not go to them, for ex am ple, and say, “The Lord told
me, ‘That’s it. Resign.’ ” I would n’t do that. Rather I would speak like this,
“I’m so dis cour aged. This does n’t seem like God’s will in my life any
more; this job is crazy. I’m pray ing for the Lord to open an other door.”
Now that leaves it open for oth ers to say to me, “Pe ter, no. That is not God.
I will tell you why it is not; I see in you some thing more.” Oth ers will be
able then to speak to me pro phet i cally in a better way than I could have
ever heard on my own. I can re ject it or take it in but when those kinds of
things hap pen, it is awe somely won der ful how the Holy Spirit is able to use 
us to gether, not sim ply alone. Amen.

Last week when we were lis ten ing to a teach ing about be ing bap -
tized into the church, this is part of what we were talk ing about. In my opin -
ion, when you re ceive Christ and are bap tized in wa ter and the res ur rec tion, 
then you are bap tized into the church, be cause He is the church. The church 
is His bride; the two are one. How can you not be a part of the church when
you are a part of Him? We are BORN into the church. That could be up for
fur ther dis cus sion, but I per son ally think that with out the Holy Spirit giv -
ing us insight into these mys ter ies, this is all strange and crazy stuff. 

This is what news broad cast ers on FOX news were say ing, “You be -
lieve this. You are a cath o lic; you be lieve there is a Holy Spirit.” But the
per son said, “No I don’t.” “But you be lieve that Je sus was made in car nate,
born of the Vir gin Mary.” “No, I don’t know what that means.” The world
is in deed go ing crazy.

So we can see, as we go down this road, as we go down the his tory of 
what we are go ing through as a na tion, and as the or ga nized church is go ing 
off into dif fer ent di rec tions, we are go ing to be asked more and more what
our faith, our be liefs are. Our faith is not what we want it to be; our faith is
the ac tual truth. We seek the truth in the word of God. We seek the truth by
the Holy Spirit, in our broth ers and sis ters, and in prayer. Then He co mes
into our life and we are able to dis cern the truth more and more ac cu rately
ev ery day. Do we all know all the truth? Does any body know the truth on
their own? We know only the Lord Je sus and the Holy Spirit, and He is the
one who is the giver of truth and the one Who breathes into us life be cause
of that. Amen, be cause you know this is true.

Lastly the Ni cene Creed brings up the sub ject,

. . . and I look for the res ur rec tion of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.
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That’s the end of the Creed. Most of us would say, “Re ally?” What
does that mean. We all have our own ideas of what that means. We all have
our own es cha tol ogy, study of the end times. But Je sus taught it more
clearly. When Martha came to Him and said that she knew of the res ur rec -
tion of the dead, that she had got that straight (John 11:24), Je sus said He
was not talk ing about what she un der stood. Rather it is the life of the king -
dom to come. Paul also said that if we did n’t be lieve in an other life to
come, in heaven, we would be more to be pit ied than any one else on this
earth. I don’t know ex actly what he meant by that be cause, to be truth ful,
I’m so in volved in the here and now and the Holy Spirit mov ing in my cur -
rent life. But I see a de fi ciency in my self. I am not look ing for ward, all that
much, to what goes on in heaven, partly be cause I have no clue of what it is
go ing to be like. Prob a bly be cause I don’t know if I will have any con trol. I
like to be in con trol. We don’t re ally have any con trol now but we like to
think we do.

Here’s the key: it is go ing to be glo ri ous. When ever it is de scribed, it
is done so in ways that are uncomprehensible to our nat u ral minds. It is be -
yond our imag i na tion. Ev ery sci ence fic tion we have ever seen pales next
to the re al ity of what is com ing. Imag ine what you will imag ine and the
truth is stranger still. 

Now the en emy’s tac tic is to take you from the truth of the gos pel,
and if he can not con vert you like he did to this Catholic French boy turned
Mus lim and ex e cu tioner . . . if he can not con vert you, he will per vert you.
He will dis tract you. Think about all the tac tics he uses on us. He’s tried to
get you, to get us, away from the truth. What we are do ing here is not just a
re view, it’s bring ing us back to the truth of the Holy Spirit. This is what the
theo lo gians be lieved from the be gin ning of the church. What is stated in
this Nicene Creed was not ar gu able. None of these points were in dis pute
even years later when the church went in many dif fer ent di rec tions dur ing
the Protestant ref or ma tion. None of these points were in dis pute. For the
most part nei ther are they to day.

So I be lieve in one God. When He co mes and fills my heart with His
Holy Spirit, when I pray and when I bap tize, I bap tize in the name of Je sus.
Why? Be cause that is the name of the Fa ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
We might not say this in its en tirety but one can not get around the facts.
This is what  the early dis ci ples prac ticed, a firm foun da tion. Amen.



Foot note: 1) Ni cene Creed, orig i nally writ ten in A.D. 325 at the Coun cil of
NIcea up dated in A.D. 381 at the Coun cil of Con stan ti no ple.
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